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Ripening figs. They will turn a purple-brown 
colour and hang down when ripe.

Pike, Ben. The Fruit Tree Handbook, UIT Cambridge Ltd., 2012. ProQuest Ebook Central,
         http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/wilshorticultural-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1359616.
Created from wilshorticultural-ebooks on 2021-03-26 12:11:28.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
01

2.
 U

IT
 C

am
br

id
ge

 L
td

.. 
A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.



A fig tree growing in a large container.
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Branch removed 
where it interferes 
with the stake

Diagram 57  Planting a fig tree 
in a rubble pit.

Paving slab placed on 
edge around the 
planting hole, to 
restrict the roots

Rubble in the bottom 
of the planting hole to 
provide good drainage 

and hinder root 
development
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The same section of a fig tree before and after removing the larger fruits in November.

After removing the larger fruits, just the  
embryonic fruits remain, ready to grow and  
ripen the following year.
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Variety Characteristics

BROWN TURKEY The most reliable variety. It has attractive foliage and bears heavy crops of dark-
brown, good-quality sweet figs.

BRUNSWICK Carries moderate crops of large pear-shaped greenish figs that become tinged 
with brown in warm summers. They need a hot summer to ripen properly.

WHITE MARSEILLE Large green rounded fruits with sweet, translucent flesh, which ripen well 
outdoors in favoured locations.

Recommended fig varieties
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Diagram 58  Pruning an 
established fig bush, spring.

Cut out misplaced and 
crowded growth, particularly 
in the centre of the tree

Cut back bare branches to 
encourage new growth

Remove stake and 
tie when the tree is 

well established

Cut back 
frost-damaged 

growth to  
healthy wood

Diagram 59  Formative pruning 
of a fig fan, first year, spring.

Remove the leader just 
above two strong laterals 
low on the trunk

Tie the retained 
laterals to 

bamboo canes 
and wires
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Diagram 60  Pruning an established fig fan, spring.

Leave some young shoots 
to grow on, as they will fruit

Cut out shoots growing towards the 
wall, or directly away from it

On each arm, cut back a few young or fruited shoots 
to one bud to encourage new fruit-bearing growth

Remove vigorous upright 
growth in the centre of the fan
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Elderberries can be used to make healthy 
cordials or syrup.
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The Devon sorb 
apple, or otmast. The 
speckling is a normal 
feature of this fruit. 
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